Outline of The Deserted Village

English 2320

1-34 

Description of “Sweet Auburn” as it was

35-50 Description of Auburn as it now is

51-56 Importance of “peasantry”

57-62 English peasantry’s past

63-74 The effect of “trade” upon the land

75-82 The speaker in Auburn as it is thinking about its past

83-96 Speaks of wanting to retire to Auburn

97-112 General musing on the merits of a peaceful old age

113-136
A single verse paragraph that juxtaposes ideal Auburn (113-124) with Auburn as it is now; note significant imagery of the land as female

137-192 Memories of the village preacher

193-216 Memories of the village schoolteacher

217-249 Memories of the village pub

250-264 Village pleasures compared to “freaks of wanton wealth”

265-286 The effects that the pursuit of wealth has on the nation

287-302 Extended simile comparing the land to a changing woman

303-308 “Where . . . shall poverty reside . . . ?”

309-339 The fate of the poor in the city

340-384 Emigration and its effects

385-394 Curse of luxury

395-430
The departure of the Muses from England


