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53. George Canning, The Microcosm, No. 26 (May 14, 1787)

[Canning* po,;itions the novel as revised romance, explaining how characters 
and situations in the latter are recycled in the former. Canning also warns 
against giving Tom Jones* (1749), a novel which features an imperfect hero, 
to young readers.] 

Fabula nullius veneris, sine pondere, et arte. HOR3 

A silly story, without weight, or art. 

1 Constitution or habit of mind, temperament lOED). 
2 Possibly a paraphrase of a passage from Tobias Smollett's• Ferdinand Count Fathom• 

(1753): "For the seeds of virtue are seldom destroyed at once: even amidst the rank produc 
tions of vice, they regerminate to a sort of imperfect vegetation, like some scattered 
hyacmths shooting up among the weeds of a ruined garden, that testify the former culture 
and amenity of the soil" (Chapter 34, 255). 

3 Horace; Ars poetica (Art of Poetry!, 320. Cannmg's rranslanon 1s accurate. 






